Series: What Do You Want?

Sermon: Love

Intro.

Have you ever said, “So what?” You typically say that after someone says something to you that is either super obvious or irrelevant.

· Some facts are “So What” facts…

· Not all truth is equal in weight or relevance

· Illus. 

· These shoes are a 6 – it doesn’t matter… so what…

· OR Red car

Some facts are “So what/who cares” facts

· …until we need to know them

· Illus. What size dress your wife wears!

· If she wears a 6 and you buy her a ten… then it matters! Then “So what matters”.

· Red car 

· Again, there are a lot of facts, things that are true, that in the grand scheme of things make great bumper stickers, but don’t really change our lives!

· The religious world has a lot of clichés; “So what” facts, truths that may not be exceptionally helpful at certain points in your life…

· “It must be God’s plan”

· “I’ll pray for you”

· “God loves you”

· Now let me say, I totally believe these things but I also believe that they have become clichés, for many people, and lost their meaning. In other words, while they may be true, the big “So What?” remains to be answered!

· The Bible says, “God is love.” That might be a “So what” fact until…

· You find yourself alone, unlovely, and totally incapable of doing anything about it!

· Illus. I had

· At that point you need to hear something like this…

· When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.  7 Now, no one is likely to die for a good person, though someone might be willing to die for a person who is especially good.  8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. (Romans 5:6-8 NLT)

· How do I know that “God is love?”

· Follow me on this one…

· We can only know about God what He reveals to us about Himself:

· There are secret things that belong to the LORD our God, but the revealed things belong to us and our descendants forever… (Deuteronomy 29:29 NLT)

· No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him."  10 But we know these things because God has revealed them to us by his Spirit, and his Spirit searches out everything and shows us even God's deep secrets. (1 Corinthians 2:9-10 NLT)  

· Theologians talk about two kinds of revelation (two ways, manners in which God has revealed Himself to us): General revelation and Special revelation

· General revelation gives us a heads up that someone is out there doing something. But that’s about it! We don’t know who it is or what He’s doing. We need some more information.

· Special revelation tells us exactly who it is and what He’s doing.

· The greatest revelation about God is seen in His Son, Jesus Christ. In other words, the best way to know what God is all about is to look at Jesus.

· No one has ever seen God. But his only Son, who is himself God, is near to the Father's heart; he has told us about him. (John 1:18 NLT)

· And what does Jesus tell us about God? What does Jesus reveal to us about God? Listen to these verses:

· Whether we are high above the sky or in the deepest ocean, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:39 NLT)

· For the law was given through Moses; God's unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:17 NLT)

· It is God who saved us and chose us to live a holy life. He did this not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan long before the world began-- to show his love and kindness to us through Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 1:9 NLT)

· If we know anything about God it is that He loves us and we know that because He has revealed that love in a very specific way… by sending His Son, Jesus to this world to rescue us from our aloneness and helplessness…

· When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.  7 Now, no one is likely to die for a good person, though someone might be willing to die for a person who is especially good.  8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  9 And since we have been made right in God's sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God's judgment.  10 For since we were restored to friendship with God by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be delivered from eternal punishment by his life.  11 So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God-- all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done for us in making us friends of God. (Romans 5:6-11 NLT)
OK, so now that we have a sense that God is all about love and He demonstrates that love through His Son Jesus…

· Now, so what?

· I don’t deserve it

· Illus.

· But I get it

· Illus. 

· And I can enjoy it when I believe and receive it!

· Illus. 

· And here’s the thing…

· It humbles me

· Here I am humbled by your Majesty
Covered by your grace so free
Here I am, knowing I'm a sinful man
Covered by the blood of the Lamb

Now I've found the greatest love of all is mine
Since you laid down your life
The greatest sacrifice

Majesty, Majesty
Your grace has found me just as I am
Empty handed, but alive in your hands
Majesty, Majesty
Forever I am changed by your love
In the presence of your Majesty

Here I am humbled by the love that you give
Forgiven so that I can forgive
Here I stand, knowing that I'm your desire
Sanctified by glory and fire

Now I've found the greatest love of all is mine
Since you laid down your life
The greatest sacrifice
· It makes me thankful

· Illus. This week I called my dad just to say, “I love you and I’m thankful you’re my dad.” I left a message on his machine. Later that day he sent me a text that read, “Just got message. Thanks a lot for your frequent affirmation. You are the best husband and daddy I have ever known… and son too.

· First of all let me tell you that my dad only knows two or three people and he’s a bit biased, but even still… it is awesome to be loved and affirmed by someone you love!

· I am thankful for his love and sent him a text back saying, “That’s the best text I’ve ever received.”

· I’m thankful to be loved, and that’s a natural response to love! 

· It makes me secure

· It makes me want to share

BENEDICTION

I pray that from [God’s] glorious, unlimited resources he will give you mighty inner strength through his Holy Spirit.  17 And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your hearts as you trust in him. May your roots go down deep into the soil of God's marvelous love.  18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God's people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love really is.  19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is so great you will never fully understand it. Then you will be filled with the fullness of life and power that comes from God.  20 Now glory be to God! By his mighty power at work within us, he is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would ever dare to ask or hope.  21 May he be given glory in the church and in Christ Jesus forever and ever through endless ages. Amen.  (Ephesians 3:16-21 NLT)
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