Habakkuk Worksheet

· 1:5 – God: “You won’t believe what I’m going to do!”

· 1:12 – Habakkuk: “Let me get this straight… you’re gonna use THEM to punish US?”

· 1:1-4 – he had just complained about Israel’s sin

· 1:13 – when he hears God’s answer he points to their superiority

· The conversation shifted from “Oh God help me” to “Oh God why me?”

· 1:12-17 – “Our worst are better than their best.”

· Babylon is referred to in chapter 2.

· A time of judgment is coming (2:3,6,14,16-17)

· Chapter 3 = remember the past when you don’t understand the present

· DATE: app. 600 B.C.

· Under king Jehoiakim

· Most prophets speak to the people, Habakkuk speaks to God – we get an inside view of a leader’s struggle.

· “His book is the fruit of religious reflection.” (ISBE)

· Habakkuk is asking the age-old question, “Why do the wicked prosper?” (1:1-4) He is NOT pleased with God’s answer (1:5-11)! In fact, God’s answer ratchets up the intensity of his anxiety!

· When Habakkuk struggled with God he watched and waited (2:1) rather than walked away!

· When I struggle with God in this area I will

· Vent… because I know I can (see the various “venting” Psalms)

· Wait… because I know there’s more to the story

· Praise… because of what God is doing in my life (Chapter 3 is a psalm – a song of worship in hard times)

· Trust… because God has a history of justice

ILLUSTRATIONS:

· At some point in the service have someone read Peterson’s intro to Habakkuk?

· Frustrated when God uses bad people to do His good work = Mel Gibson – producer of the The Passion – later busted for drunkenness, rude to the cops, made anti-semitic statements. How does that work out?

· Good lady has a miscarriage while “bad” lady has multiple children

· Pastor’s child dies; Drug dealer has kids all over the place… Why?

QUOTES:

· “Habakkuk was a daring thinker who openly expressed his doubts to God.” Kenneth Boa in Talk Thru the Old Testament
· One rabbi has commented that “Moses gave Israel 613 commands, David reduced them to 10, Isaiah to 2, but Habakkuk to one: the righteous shall live by his faith” (2:4).” Dillard and Longman in An Introduction to the Old Testament
· “Human opinion about righteousness and wrong lacks the capacity to evaluate God’s actions in history; those who are truly righteous must live in faithful confidence that God will keep his promises (2:4).” Dillard and Longman in An Introduction to the Old Testament
· “Wickedness will not always prosper. The earth will yet be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord (v. 14) and will stand in silence before him (v. 20). Even when things appear to go from bad to worse, God will still rules and will vindicate himself.” Dillard and Longman in An Introduction to the Old Testament
· “[Habakkuk] learned… that in spite of all appearances to the contrary, and no matter how difficult conditions might become, he must continue to believe, continue to trust the promises of God and have confidence that the Lord of all the earth would do right (3:16-19). Habakkuk was learning to live by faith (2:4). In the face of calamity, the prophet was learning to sing the praise of his redeemer and Lord.” Dillard and Longman in An Introduction to the Old Testament
